
INTRODUCTION 
Most people, and for that matter all the religions of the world believe that keeping the Laws or doing good 
works is the way to obtain eternal life. The culture that Jesus lived in also believed that they could have eternal 
life if they were “good enough” and kept all of God’s laws. God gave the law, the 10 Commandments, to show 
people that no matter how good they were, they could never measure up to God’s perfect holiness. The law 
was given to show people their need for a Savior. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

1. How would you define good? Who is a “good” person that you know. How is he/she good?  

2. Read Luke 18:18-25 

a. What does the scripture tell us about this man? What do we know about him from his words, his 
manner, and his actions? 

b. What do we learn about Jesus from this encounter? What does this account tell us about him? 

c. Why does Jesus challenge the man's seemingly innocent form of address: "Good teacher"? What 
is Jesus' point? Why does Jesus interrupt answering the man's question to make a big thing 
about something so small? 

d. Why does Jesus tell him to sell all his possessions? Is this something Jesus requires of everyone? 
(e.g. Nicodemus, ZaccheIf not, why single out this man then? 

e. How are we to generalize about "selling all our possessions"? What application does this have to 
us 

f. Read John 3:16, Ephesians 2:8-9.  According to these verses, how do you get eternal life? 

3. The Bible says that if we’ve broken even one of God’s laws, it’s the same as breaking them all! James 2:10 
Suppose you keep the whole law but trip over just one part of it. Then you are guilty of breaking all of it.  
Why is this so? Hint:  Would u like to drink from a cup where someone has put a drop of his spit on it?  

4. APPLICATION:  Could the man have followed Jesus without divesting himself of what he held dear? Can 
you? Can anyone? 

MOVING FORWARD 
Salvation is God’s gift to you.  What you do with your life is your gift to God. 

CHANGING YOUR MIND 
Luke 18:23    When he heard this, he became very sad, because he was very wealthy. 24 Jesus looked at him 
and said, “How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God! 

Part 2: Grace and Law


