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INTRODUCTION

People have been building bridges for thousands of years for the simple reason that certain chasms need to be 
bridged. Spiritually speaking, for as long as we exist, human being realise that there’s this great chasm between us 
and God.  We believe that God, if he exists at all, by definition must be holy, pure, righteous, and good.  And if we’re 
honest, we know deep in our heart that these words don’t describe us at all.  All of us have this gravitational pull to do 
wrong, to do bad things. The Bible calls it sin (Romans 3:23). 

So for as long as we live, humanity have always tried to bridge this great chasm. through religion, good works, and 
morality. All of these effort have one thing in common:  all start from the human side. If I do enough good deeds, if I 
give enough money, maybe if I go to church often enough, or serve enough— I think I can bridge that gap.  But 
nobody ever has. Not in the history of the human race. Not the best person who has ever lived. Nobody ever has. 

And so this is foundational to Christianity: God himself, in the person of Jesus Christ, came to earth, lived as you and 
me, and went to a cross, and on that cross he died the death that we should have died because of our sins and on the 
third day rose again to prove he is really God who could defeat death.  “The result of sin,” the writers of Scripture say, 
“is death.” It brings physical death. That wasn’t what we were made for. It brings spiritual death and relational death, 
and all of that is what Jesus was taking on himself. That’s why he had to die—for our sins. To make a way between 
where we are and where God is so that anybody who wants to can now be in an intimate relationship with God, can 
know that things are OK with God, and can be assured of being with God forever one day. 

But it’s not because of the “I Want to Bridge the Gap Myself” plan (DO plan). It’s because of what God has already 
done (DONE plan), and it can be received as a gift (John 3:16; Ephesians 2:8-9). We can accept it as grace. That’s 
what grace is about. This is the first foundational truth of Christianity. Christ died for our sins according to the 
Scriptures. It was God’s plan. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. What is the best gift that you have ever received? Why is the gift so meaningful?

2. The Bible says salvation is a free gift of God (Ephesians 2:8-9, John 3:16). Have you received that gift? How do 
you feel about that?

3. Are you still on the DO plan or are you alraey on the DONE plan? How is living by the DONE plan different from 
living on the DO plan?

4. Read 2 Corinthians 5:19. God did not only save us and reconcile us back to Him by His grace, but he has 
entrusted to us this ministry of reconciliation. How are you doing in this regard?  Personally, is there any 
relationship chasm that you need to bridge (not waiting for the other party)? Corporately, what practical ways can 
we do as a church to do this ministry of reconciliation, especially with the non-churched people?

MOVING FORWARD
God reconciled us by His grace. We need to be gracious to others and be reconciled to them by His grace too.

CHANGING YOUR MIND
“For God was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself, no longer counting people’s sins  against them.  And he gave 
us this wonderful message of reconciliation.”  2 Corinthians 5:19 


